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HOUSING SITUATION IN 72 CITIES 


T has always been our policy to keep our clients well informed on all impor- 

tant developments affecting or resulting from real estate and business condi- 

tions. We are, therefore, sending along the following comments assembled 
from excerpts of a Department of Labor study made in April 1947. The series is 
arranged alphabetically by State, by area, 


We believe that the information contained in this bulletin has changed very 
little, if at all, since then, and feel that it represents the most complete thumbnail 
commentary available on the national housing situation, 


As further reports of this nature become available, we will clip the pertinent 
comments and pass them along, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA AREA - No noticeable change has occurred in the tight housing situation, There 
ig are practically no rental units available. 


MOBILE, ALABAMA AREA - Sufficient housing is available in the area. However, desirable family housing 
remains scarce, 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA AREA - Rental housing is unavailable. A few single rooms in private homes 
are advertised for rent and there is an occasional vacancy in hotels. Prices of homes are down from a year 
ago but are still out of reach for the average working man. 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA AREA - Permanent housing is unavailable, but advance reservations for hotels 
and tourist camp accommodations are possible. 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY, CALIFORNIA AREA - Practically no rental housing is available. The number of fam- 
ilies on waiting lists for public housing projects has not been reduced and vacancies in private housing are 
virtually non-existent. 

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA AREA - There is an acute shortage of rental housing in this area. 

DENVER, COLORADO AREA - Housing is tight with very little rental property available. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT AREA - With the coming of spring demand for construction workers has in- 
creased and a resumption of building activity is anticipated. 


NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT AREA - The demand for construction workers is increasing and warmer 
weather is expected to bring about accentuated need. 


WILMINGTON, DELAWARE AREA - The housing program has not developed sufficiently to relieve the hous- 
ing shortage to any great extent. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. AREA - The housing situation in the area remains unchanged and is still a serious de- 
4 terrent to recruitment as well as a major factor in turnover. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA AREA - Rental housing continues to be stringent. 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA AREA - The housing situation remains acute. 


MACON, GEORGIA AREA - The housing situation remains acute, 




















BOISE, IDAHO AREA - Housing operations were somewhat delayed during the spring on account of bad 
weather. Only 15 were completed. The coming month should see the completion of a large number now un- 
der construction. Rental housing is not available and rents remain unchanged at $45 to $60 per month for 3 
room apartments, 


CHICAGO-CALUMET, ILLINOIS-INDIANA AREA - The critical housing situation continues unrelieved. 
Rentals in the area for four-room apartments for moderate income families range from $35 to $50 per 
month. Rents for single rooms range from $4 to $8 per week. Construction of new units is proceeding at an 
extremely slow pace. 


PEORIA-PEKIN, ILLINOIS AREA - Housing continues to be tight. Sleeping rooms are also scarce. Housing 
conditions in the area affect plant turnover and hinder recruitment to meet employer needs for industrial 
workers, 


QUAD CITIES, ILLINOIS AREA - No appreciable change in the housing shortage has occurred, with apart- 
ments for rent and houses virtually unobtainable. Several major employers continue to report the loss of 
workers because of housing problems. Some single rooms are available at rents ranging from $5 to $8 per 
week, 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA AREA - The housing situation in the area is still tight. 


SOUTH BEND-ELKHART, INDIANA AREA - The housing shortage remains acute throughout the area, with 
practically no rental housing available. New units are being completed slowly. 


DES MOINES, IOWA AREA - Family housing accommodations for rent remain very scarce and no significant 
relief from the shortage is expected in the near future. Some single rooms are available. 


WICHIT*, KANSAS AREA - The housing situation is improving but remains serious, New construction is too 
expensive for the average house seeker in need of housing facilities, either as a purchaser or a renter. Asa 
result, the movement of real estate is slowing down, Units at moderate rental rates are in constant demand. 


LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY AREA - Rental housing is practically unavailable. 


NEW ORLE ANS, LOUISIANA AREA - The housing situation has not improved, particularly for rental units for 
lower and 1:iddle income groups. 


PORTLAND, MAINE AREA - There is a definite housing shortage in the area. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND AREA - The housing situation continues to be tight. 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN AREA - The housing situation is still critical. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN AREA - The critical shortage of housing facilities has shown no improvement in 
the past two months with rental housing virtually non-existent. Numerous single and multiple dwelling units 
are for sale at generally reduced, but still fairly high price levels. 


PONTIAC, MICHIGAN AREA - The housing situation continues to be critical. Single rooms are not plentiful 
but a few can be found by in-migrating workers. However, it is apparent that a large-scale in-migration un- 
der existing conditions will continue to be impossible indefinitely. 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA AREA - Housing facilities are very scarce. Many houses under con- 
struction remain incompleted usually because of material shortages, Practically all available skilled con- 
struction workers are employed. 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI AREA - The housing shortage is still an acute problem in the area. Material short- 
ages and unfavorable weather conditions have slowed down the construction of new homes for the past four 
months, Available rental units of all types remain very scarce, and will probably continue to be so through- 
out this year. 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI-KANSAS AREA - Rental housing is not available and the high cost and slow prog- 
ress of new construction is holding prices of old residences up despite increasing buyer resistance. 


ST. LOUIS,MISSOURI AREA - Housing remains critically short and living quarters are as difficult to secure 
as formerly. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA-COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA AREA - The housing shortage continues as anacute problem 


in the area, Material shortages and unfavorable weather conditions have bogged down construction of new 
homes; 
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MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE AREA - Only one hundred new single housing units were completed during 
1946 and another hundred additional converted units were provided. Many dwelling units were lost by fire. 


In addition, relatively few new units are in the process of construction or contemplated this year. Thus, the 
housing shortage will continue to be serious, 


PATERSON, NEW JERSEY AREA - Construction has been curtailed due to seasonality and rising cost of new 
buildings. “For Sale” signs are now appearing on newly constructed homes with few people interested be- 
cause of the high prices which are out of proportion to the true value of the house. 


TRENTON, NEW JERSEY AREA - The housing situation remains critical. 


ALBANY-SCHENECTADY-TROY, NEW YORK AREA - The housing situation is still critical. Slow progress 
has been made in the completion of homes for veterans, The heavy building program now getting under way 
will be seriously hampered by the acute housing situation. This shortage is still very acute all over this la- 


bor market area, and even beyond within commuting range. Not enough skilled journeymen will be available 
for construction, 


NEW YORK METROPOLITAN REGION - Construction dipped sharply and need for housing facilities contin- 
ues acute, 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK AREA - Housing in the area is still critically short. 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK AREA - The housing situation remains extremely tight. 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA AREA - Although new housing construction is under way, it will be some 
time before the critical shortage is relieved. 


GREENSBORO-WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA AREA - Rental housing for families is still almost 
unobtainable. 


AKRON, OHIO AREA - There is still virtually no acceptable housing available. 
CANTON-MASSILLON-ALLIANCE, OHIO AREA - There has been no change in the critical housing situation, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO AREA - The housing shortage remains critical. Although the availability of building ma- 
terials has eased considerably, the shortage of construction craftsmen continues, Rental housing is nearly 
unavailable, while dwelling units for sale continue to command relatively high prices, 


CLEVELAND, OHIO AREA - There has been no change in the critical housing shortage, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO AREA - An insufficient number of family units have been completed to alleviate the criti- 
cal housing shortage. Sleeping rooms are extremely scarce, 


DAYTON-SPRINGFIELD, OHIO AREA - Housing in the area continues to be a critical problem and grows 
more so aS more veterans migrate to the area in search of employment, The only housing available consists 


of rooms renting between $5 and $10 per week, At the present time there is no housing available for fami- 
lies, 


HAMILTON-MIDDLE TOWN, OHIO AREA - The demand for rental housing is greatly in excess of the avail- 
able supply. Some dwellings are being offered for sale at exorbitant prices but most of these buildings are 
very old and badly in need of extensive repairs, A few single rooms are available at rentals of $5 per week 
and up. Building contractors are uncertain as to the magnitude of their coming season’s operations, Fac- 
tors which are fostering this indecision are scarcity of materials, uncertainty of wage costs and a diminish- 
ing market for residential buildings at current prices, 


TOLEDO, OHIO AREA - The shortage of rental housing units remains critical. Rental rates range from $40 
to $120 per month, with no vacancies, Some sleeping rooms are available at $5 to $7 per week, either sin- 
gle or double. A limited number of small units, consisting of two or three rooms, can also be found, 


YOUNGSTOWN-WARREN-SHARON, OHIO-PENNSYLVANIA AREA - There has been no change in the criti- 
cal shortage of housing in this area, 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA - There is little or no improvement in the housing situation, which remains 
stringent. 


PORT LAND- VANCOUVER, OREGON AREA - The housing situation continues unchanged with both private and 
public rentals very limited, Public housing rentals average from $37.50 to $49 per month, 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA AREA - The acute shortage of housing continues and little relief can be ex- 
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pected within the next four months. However, work is scheduled to start this month on about 900 privately 
financed houses and apartments with completion expected within a year, 


ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA AREA - There is practically no rental housing available, Rooms are obtainable, 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA AREA - Rental housing of any type is practically unobtainable. Some rooms 
are available but rental charges are high. Homes can be bought only at inflated prices, 


READING-POTTSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA AREA - Available housing still lags behind demand, Considerable 
residential construction is contemplated for spring and summer, but this will not be available for occupancy 
until late fall and early winter. Rents are tending to increase in expectation of the removal of rent control, 
Apartments of 2 to 6 rooms rent for $30 to $75 per month. Dwellings rent for $35 to $100 per month, de- 
pending on location, size and convenience. 


SCRANTON-WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA AREA - Rental housing of all types is very scarce. New 
housing construction has been insufficient to reduce the widespread demand for rental housing materially. 


PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND AREA - There were no improvements during the month in the area’s criti- 
cal housing shortage. The construction industry, the only source from which relief would ultimately come, 
was itself still bogged down by serious shortages of materials as well as by the prohibitively high prices for 
what items were available. 


CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA AREA - The housing shortage is gradually being eased chiefly in suburb- 
an sections and in less desirable properties, Rentals remain exorbitant. There has been no decrease in the 
cost of living. 


SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA AREA - Housing continues critically short. The city housing director re- 
ports requests for over 1,100 units by veterans alone, No applications are taken from individuals who now 
have accommodations other than living with relatives nor from non-veterans. A few sleeping rooms are 
available, 


KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE AREA - Rental housing units continue to be scarce. No improvement in the rental 
housing situation was perceptible during the past month, 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE AREA - While rental housing conditions are still critical, single rooms are becom- 


ing more plentiful, and the housing construction program will probably relieve the shortage to a great extent 
during 1947, 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE AREA - The housing situation remains virtually unchanged. Prospects for addi- 
tional housing are limited to three new apartment buildings, the plans for which have been announced, 


DALLAS, TEXAS AREA - Rental housing remains unattainable except through largess, swaps, or special 
privileges. Rooms are becoming increasingly available and vary widely in cost. 


HOUSTON, TEXAS AREA - All types of family-unit rental housing are extremely scarce. The daily papers 
carry advertisements of a limited number of single rooms for rent and numerous listings of residences for 
sale at inflated prices. 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH AREA - Rental housing for families is still non-existent, though single rooms can 
be obtained. All new housing is for sale rather than for rental. Some old houses are being remodeled into 
multi-units, but they are not sufficient to relieve the rental situation to any extent. 


HAMPTON ROADS, VIRGINIA AREA - The rental housing situation remains very tight for workers in Suffolk 
and Norfolk. 


SEATTLE-BREMERTON, WASHINGTON AREA - Housing continues to be critical. Construction of new 


homes has been impeded by material shortages, Although rental units continue to be very scarce, many 
houses are being offered for sale at inflated prices, 


MADISON, WISCONSIN AREA - The housing situation in Madison is extremely serious but there appears to 
be somewhat less pressure for housing than in the past, The 120 converted housing units at Truax Field have 
been completed and are occupied, At the present time, 30 more are under construction but there is a wait- 
ing list of 200 applicants for these units, All non-Federal construction is ata standstill due to a local la- 
bor dispute. The high cost of construction is deterring many private builders, Rents for apartments range 
from $50 to $85 a month, while houses rent for $65 and up when they can be found. There are some rooms 
available although the rental rates vary widely. 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN AREA - The housing situation remains acute, Apartments, when available, rent 
for $40 and up. Houses for rent are practically non-existent, 
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